Introduction
shown, errs on the side of brevity, and though
too great a uniformity is deleterious, an undue
lengthening of the classes is not commendable.
The nature of railway rates is then described,
and a more generous declaration of station-to-
station rates is recommended in order to make
the movement of freight traffic easy. The
'Schedule rates' are also dealt with and due
regard has been paid to the various minimum
weight conditions. The author shows that
'Exceptional rates,' are largely 'developmental'
in character and are intended to single out
particular commodities or industries for advan-
tageous treatment. He further explains how
the declaration of such concessionary rates is in
the interests of the railway, as nascent traffic
could be nursed and the benefit of a rate increase
enjoyed when it has been fully developed.
6Distance' and *volume7 as factors influencing
railway rates have been carefully considered.
The distance factor is of special importance in
vast countries like India and the relevant sec-
tions in the Canadian arid North American Rail-
way Acts have been referred to. The American
Long and Short-haul clause has come in for
detailed examination and the possible manner
in which distance is responsible for the quota-
tion of competitive rates has been investigated
with great care. This inevitably leads to the
discussion of through traffic, and the author,
while decrying individualistic policies in rate
quotation which only make terminal charges
appear more progressive, majses out a strong
case for,the adoption of the continuous mileage
principle in the making of rates for through